THE BEGINNINGS OF OLD-JAVANESE HISTORICAL LITERATURE
A s far back as 1871 the late Professor Kern when discussing the Arjunavivaha, a highly literary Old-Javanese court poem written in the first half of the 11th century during the reign of Erlangga, remarked casually that we probably have to regard Arjuna as Erlangga's example in strife and victory.
1 This important comment was not taken into account until 1938 when Professor Berg took it up and worked it out in an article on the Old-Javanese Arjunavivaha.
2
First he brought new evidence for the fact that this poem was indeed written during Erlangga's reign. Next he assumed that the Arjunavivaha was a Javanese creation and not a translation or abbreviation of an "Indian original as its contents diverge too much from the adventures of Arjuna as told in the Indian versions of the story, the Vanaparva or the Kiratarjuniya. Moreover, the Arjunavivaha was clearly written on the pattern of the so-called lakons, specifically Indonesian works of literature which are recited on important occasions because of the influence they are believed to exert.
However, the most important part of Professor Berg's article was his suggestion that the poet deviated on purpose from the original Indian story about Arjuna's adventures and meant in fact to write an epic poem about his royal patron Erlangga. And indeed it is striking how strongly the events in the life of the king resemble the tale told about Arjuna in the Arjunavivaha. From a certain passage in the text the author of the article drew the conclusion that the Arjunavivaha was composed just before Erlangga's wedding to Sri Sanggramavijayadharmaprasadottunggadevl and he brought forward a number of convincing arguments in favour of his idea that the poem was meant to be Erlangga's wedding hymn. 
